
Smart Home Design in the Sacramento Region
There is no denying that Sacramento is undergoing a significant transformation. From the 
new developments underway in the city center, to strong job growth throughout the region, 
the area is coming into its own.

Sacramento is also beginning to look like the state-of-the-art region it’s meant to become, 
and nowhere is that more evident than in residential development and design. Locals across 
the valley—from Davis to El Dorado Hills and Elk Grove to Natomas—not only want to 
live, work and play in a burgeoning region, but they have also started to embrace smart, 
intentional and sustainable design in the home.

the State-of-the-Art Life

The clean design lines and unobstructed glass of 
Milgard’s Essence Series wood windows bring a 
peaceful feel to a cozy bedroom escape.
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Toll Brothers now offers two impeccably elegant El Dorado Hills communities.

ACT NOW! PRE-MODEL PRICING ENDS SOON!
• Single-family homes offering large floor plans  

with decks and California rooms.

• Gated community with panoramic views of the Sierra 
foothills, city lights, and Folsom Lake. 

Priced from the low $700,000s  |  (916) 933-9960

PROFESSIONALLY DECORATED MODEL HOMES NOW OPEN!
• Single-family homes featuring single-story and two-story  

floor plans with spacious decks and outdoor rooms.

• A staff-gated neighborhood of golf course  
home sites and resort-style amenities.

Priced from the low $700,000s  |  (916) 933-9950

Pinnacle
At Serrano

Download the new Toll Brothers app todayDesign trends, tips, 
recipes – find it all at

TollTV.com

For more information and directions, visit TollBrothers.com/Sacramento

Luxury                  from two different 
points of view.
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What is State-of-the-Art Living?
Those in the market for a state-of-the-art home are looking 
beyond bells and whistles and considering how they live as a 
key component in their decision-making process. Whether 
potential homeowners are looking for a new property or 
current homeowners have a space they’d like to renovate, 
they should take everything into account. 

Artists are opting for homes with great natural 
light, those who enjoy entertaining are choosing open 
living spaces that take both indoor and outdoor living into 
consideration, and in city centers homeowners are making 
decisions based on community amenities, walkability and 
responsible urban density. 

“In terms of architecture, state-of-the-art design 
is really about taking the entire project into account and 
creating something that works for the specific homeowner,” 
says local architect Maria Ogrydziak. “It’s not necessarily 
about one state-of-the-art element—whether you’re talking 
about a smart thermostat or the latest appliances. It’s more 
about designing a space that reflects the architecture of 
today and incorporating all of the right elements within 
that larger picture.”  

Paul Almond of Sage Architecture agrees, noting 
that a state-of-the-art home comes down to design and 
technology working together, even if design needs to come 
first. “Before we can wring value out of the technologies 
available, we need to begin with a good foundation. That 
foundation begins with a thoughtfully developed response 
to the shape of the site, the solar orientation and the airflow,” 
he says.

New home developments are popping up around 
the region, but many of them are decidedly different 
from developments of the past. Infill projects such as 
The Cannery in Davis and The Park Moderns in West 
Sacramento are taking into account the overall lifestyle 
choices homebuyers make. “After the recession, we saw a 
huge shift in the way people wanted to live,” says Kevin 
Carson, Northern California president for The New Home 
Company. “People want to see that the community is a true 
neighborhood with gathering places, amenities like pools 
and bike trails, and walkability to the surrounding area. In 
addition, homebuyers want the homes to reflect their values 
when it comes to lifestyle, sustainability and efficiency.”  

Just across the river from downtown Sacramento, 
The Park Moderns, an integral development within The 
Bridge District, are nearly sold out. When work began 
on the project, the Fulcrum Property team knew that all 
elements of well-designed living needed to be considered. 
“We really took a look at the question of what it means to 
build a community in the city from the ground up,” notes 
Stephen Jaycox, design director for Fulcrum Property, 
which developed The Park Moderns. “We had to figure 
out how to deliver density without compromising the 
relationship to the outside environment and a connected, 
community living experience.”

Intentional Design
Intentional living tends to be thrown around as a buzzword. 
However, when it comes to home design, it is much more 
than a trend. Whether homeowners are looking to purchase 
a new home or have a remodel in the works, making 
intentional choices about everything—structural placement 
on the property, passive energy use, connections between 
indoor and outdoor spaces—is crucial.

When Arden Park homeowners Nikki and Dan 
Stern had to tear their home down to the studs after a fire 
left it uninhabitable due to smoke damage in 2014, they 
knew they had an opportunity to renovate their home based 
on their lifestyle. As they began the redesign process, the 
Stern family took their everyday activities into account. 
They knew that, as a family, they spent much of their time in 
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Architect Maria Ogrydziak created a soaring, naturally 
sunlit urban loft that houses a working artist’s studio.
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better wood  
windowS And doorS
Experience the revolutionary design of  
all natural wood paired with a fiberglass  
exterior frame.

Essence Series windows offer seemingly 
endless design possibilities. The fiberglass 
exterior comes in 16 designer colors that 
fit any style or trend. Interiors are available 
in clear, vertical grain douglas fir, natural 
pine or primed pine. Seal or stain the 
natural pine or fir to complement the  
wood finishes in your home.

Essence are the only wood windows and 
doors backed by a Full Lifetime Warranty 
with Glass Breakage Coverage. Add to that 
ENERGY STAR® rated performance without 
costly upgrades, and it’s easy to re-imagine 
the possibilities for your projects.  

Contact Dan McAndrew,  
Milgard Architectural Representative  
Call (916) 919-9104 or email 
DanMcAndrew@milgard.com 
6050 88th St, Sacramento, CA 95828

Introducing the New Essence 

Series® Sliding Patio Door. 

Designed to perfectly  

complement the rich, warm  

wood interiors of Essence  

windows, the new Essence  

Series sliding patio door is  

built with solid wood and a  

durable fiberglass exterior.

MILGARD®  ESSENCE SERIES®
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and around the kitchen, so they focused on the neighboring 
great room first and designed from there. As a holistic 
health coach, Nikki also knew that an open-concept kitchen 
with ample natural light and space to test recipes, create 
videos for her business and cook everyday meals would be 
beneficial for both work and family life. “We removed a 
small wall that originally separated the kitchen from the 
rest of the great room, installed larger windows with good 
solar ratings in the kitchen, living area and dining room to 
let in as much natural light as possible, and reconfigured 
some of the cabinetry to open up the space,” she says. 

Buyers who are looking at building a new home, either 
in a development or custom-designed with an architect, are 
also keeping intentional lifestyle-based design choices at the 
top of their list. “We are seeing a greater emphasis on multi-
generational living,” says Ogrydziak, who is getting more 
requests for custom-designed homes that can accommodate 
residents at any stage in life. And Carson agrees, noting 
that many homebuyers who are looking at The New Home 
Company’s properties want each bedroom to include en 
suite bathrooms and are looking at homes that are livable 
for all generations within a family.

Additionally, Jaycox indicates the significance of 
building with high-quality design at the outset of a project. 
The Park Moderns were not developed with a long list of 
possible homebuyer upgrades waiting in the wings. Instead, 
the homes were designed thoughtfully with sustainability 
and energy efficiency built into the plans from the beginning. 
“We set out to make architectural integrity the focus. It was 
an opportunity to say, ‘Let’s just suspend the idea that we’re 

out to make money building houses. 
Instead, let’s do what’s right and see 
what happens.’” 

That nod to quality and modern 
architecture, along with location and 
surrounding amenities, is one of the 
reasons Andrea Lepore, co-founder 
and creative director of the popular 
pizza restaurant Hot Italian, was one 
of the first to buy a home at The Park 
Moderns. “I’m a huge fan of modern 
architecture and design and I knew 
that my options basically consisted 
of building a custom home, which 
was going to be expensive; buying 
an Eichler or Streng [Bros.] home 
and spending money to update it; 
or buying a new modern home in a 
place that made sense,” she says. “The 

Park Moderns were an amazing option and I jumped at 
the opportunity. Not only that, the proximity to midtown, 
the bike trail, the park, the river and the parkway were 
appealing. Also, the ability to have outdoor living without 
having to maintain it is a good thing.”

Indoor-Outdoor Living 
California’s weather makes for the perfect setting for 
smartly designed indoor-outdoor spaces in both new and 
updated homes. Whether choosing to install patios and 
decks to increase livable outdoor space while decreasing 
overall water use or simply optimizing a garden to be 
more productive, sustainable and water-wise, residents 
want to enjoy the connection to the outdoor environment. 
Sacramentans across the region are installing smart, state-
of-the-art irrigation systems, paying attention to how 
much water plants need to live and incorporating smart 
landscaping plans into the big-picture design of their homes.

According to Scott Paris, owner of High Hand 
Nursery in Loomis, it is important for area residents to look 
at all of the elements involved in landscape design to create 
something beautiful, functional and sustainable. “In our 
industry, it all comes down to dirt. Great dirt, great results. 
Bad dirt, bad results,” he says. “It’s also about putting 
the right plants in the right place, choosing appropriate 
irrigation that’s designed to maximize efficiencies and 
fertilizing the plants properly.” 

In terms of the types of smart irrigation systems 
available on the market, Paris notes that the options are vast 
and that the goal is to rethink the way water is used in the 

West Sacramento’s Park Moderns by Fulcrum Property were designed by internationally recognized 
architect Mark Dziewulski, integrating state-of-the-art features from the ground up. 
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Wells Fargo is here to provide resources and 
guidance to help you navigate in today’s real 
estate market. As the nation’s leading retail 
mortgage lender, we help individuals and 
families reach their homeownership goals 
every day. 

However, the question to rent or buy a home is never easy 
to answer. There are many things to consider, and Wells 
Fargo is ready to help with free educational resources and 
tools to assist you every step of the way – when you plan, 
purchase and even after you own.

Visit the Learning and Planning Center at wellsfargo.com  
for access to homebuying guides, calculators, and several 
other homebuying resources. 

Talk to a home mortgage consultant for more details.

Get started on your road to homeownership

Homeownership provides several  
financial advantages to factor into  
your purchase decision
•  Increased net worth – Homeowners are  

worth 30 times more than renters. 1  

•  Investment benefits – Whether you rent  
or buy, you’re paying for housing – either  
investing in something you own or in  
something your landlord owns. 

•  Home equity – You may be able to access 
the equity in your home to pay for home 
renovations, pay for  special occasions, and 
planned and unexpected events.

•  Tax benefits – Mortgage interest and property 
taxes are typically tax deductible. 2  

MATTHEW YI 
Sales Manager 
Phone: 916-294-3249 
Cell: 916-717-7769 
matthew.yi@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 455264 
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landscaping process. Plants that can be watered with drip 
irrigation rather than the traditional sprinkler systems are 
preferred, but the use of smart technology in the garden can 
save a large amount of water waste. “There are so many 
choices when it comes to irrigation—from smart systems 
that can operate off of soil sensors in the ground to systems 
that can sense the weather and will stay off after it rains,” 
he says. “There are even systems you can operate remotely 

According to Michele Simas-Carli, owner and vice 
president of Simas Floor & Design Company, natural 
materials are starting to become more and more popular 
with homeowners and are also more widely available. “At 
Simas we always make sure our hardwoods are Forest 
Stewardship Council–approved and are in constant 
communication with our vendors and suppliers to ensure 
we have the best sustainable options available,” she notes. 

“People who come in looking for 
products like hardwoods and wool 
carpeting are opting for the peace 
of mind they get from choosing 
sustainable products that are good for 
the environment and safe for their 
families.”

When upgrading a room, 
homeowners don’t have to 
compromise beauty for efficiency. 
“The element of natural light is a 
critical component to the look and feel 
of a home and of individual rooms,” 
says Roma Brandon of Milgard 
Windows & Doors. “With our Essence 
Series® our designers created a feeling 
of unfettered spaciousness with large, 
unobstructed glass panes surrounded 
by elegant, solid wood interiors 
that are engineered with fiberglass 

exteriors for durability.” All windows and doors in the 
Essence Series® come with energy efficient SunCoat® 
low-E glass, are available in 16 different powder-coated 
colors and feature a full lifetime warranty with glass 
breakage coverage.

Rebuilt from the ground up, this former tract home became 
a modern, tranquil residence for a painter and doctor.

Carpet choices can frame the aesthetic and design motif of a room.
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through your smartphone. In landscaping, embracing state-
of-the-art design has a lot to do with being creative, doing 
more with less and using the latest technologies available.”

Sustainable, Efficient and Safe
While community connection, ties to the outside environ-
ment and overall design of a home are crucial to state-of-
the-art living, choosing options that are sustainable, increase 
energy efficiency and keep both the home and its residents 
safe are also incredibly important to homeowners.

Nikki Stern notes that part of her family’s successful 
home remodel came down to choosing high-quality 
materials that fell in line with their lifestyle, contained 
fewer chemicals and were built to last. “We didn’t want to 
turn around in five years and have to replace something big 
like flooring,” she says. “I am also sensitive to the toxicity of 
household items, so natural was the driving factor in most 
of the material decisions. The floors are wood as well as 
the cabinets. All of the counters are natural marble, which 
we love for the character it will bring over the years. The 
carpeted spaces in the home have wool carpets and most of 
our furniture is made with natural materials.”
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SEPTEMBER 15 – DECEMBER 7, 2015

$100 REBATE*
ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING PURCHASES:

2 PIROUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

2 VIGNETTE® MODERN ROMAN SHADES 
Plus $50 rebate per additional unit

4 DUETTE® HONEYCOMB SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

4 SOLERA® SOFT SHADES 
Plus $25 rebate per additional unit

Time to decorate
your windows for the holidays!  
Save with mail-in rebates on a selection of stylish Hunter Douglas
window fashions. Ask for details.

VIGNETTE® MODERN ROMAN SHADES

* Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 9/15/15 – 12/7/15 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. A qualifying purchase is defined as a purchase of any of the product models set forth above in the
quantities set forth above. If you purchase less than the specified quantity, you will not be entitled to a rebate. Offer excludes Nantucket™  Window Shadings, a collection of Silhouette®   Window Shadings. Rebate will be issued in the form
of a prepaid reward card and mailed within 6 weeks of rebate claim receipt. Funds do not expire. Subject to applicable law, a $2.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance 7 months after card issuance and each month 
thereafter. Additional limitations may apply. Ask participating dealer for details and rebate form. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.  HOL15MB2 53204

Davis Home Trends
2300 Fifth Street, Davis, CA 95618

530-756-4187

Come See Our Showroom
Open Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

 

www.DavisHomeTrends.com

Meet your Designers

Paula ~ Patti ~ Lori
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STOP CLEANING YOUR GUTTERS!
Our Gutter Guards are economically priced, fit ALL 

sizes of gutters, and end your gutter cleaning  
worries while paying for itself. Our flat system, made 
of durable aircraft alloy, receives more rain than the 
hooded system and has a better exterior look. A 10 
year no-clog warranty that says “You will not have to 

clean your gutters for the next decade”!  

(916) 537-2285  |  (530) 887-2685
www.whguard.com

before after

GutterGuard_1-4PgAd_9-4-15-FINAL.pdf   1   9/4/15   3:06 PM

HOME
TOUR

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

KERRIE KELLY DESIGN LAB
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CELEBRATES

. . . . .  . . 20 YEARS
INTERIOR
DESIGN

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

JOIN US AS WE DESIGN TWO
HOLIDAY HOMES IN EAST SAC

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SACRED HEART . . . . . . .. . . . . . .

WWW.KERRIEKELLY.COM
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

916.706.2089
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Everyone DESERVES GREAT DESIGN.TM

The Smarter the Home, the Better
When it comes to incorporating technology into 

a home, the options can be overwhelming. From smart 
irrigation systems and solar-heated pools to thermostats 
that learn a family’s heating and cooling habits, and security 
systems controlled by mobile devices, homes are getting 
smarter and smarter. According to both new homebuilders 
and custom residential architects, smart technology is now 
a common request. “Having a home wired for Internet is 

now a must, but not long ago Wi-Fi was a luxury,” notes 
Ogrydziak. “Now we have a huge range of choices to make 
about incorporating technology into a home in a smart, 
seamless fashion. As architects, we take everything into 
consideration and help walk the client through the best 
options for their project.” 

Smart technology is a trend that is here to stay, and 
smart homes are about more than just being wired to a 
smart appliance or thermostat. Carson says that 80 to 90 
percent of homes sold by The New Home Company have 
had at least one element of smart technology included. 
“Smart technology is definitely becoming more and more 
prevalent,” he says. “Not only that, we’re just about to open 
The Cannery in Davis where we’ve seen a lot of interest 
in the options that lead to zero-net energy usage, meaning 
some of the homes can be off the grid completely.” 

Nikki Stern notes that during her family’s renovation 
process, they made several considerations regarding the 
efficiency of their home. “We put in a new whole-house fan, 
which is probably the smartest decision a Sacramentan can 
make. Running the house fan for 30 minutes in the morning 
will cool the house by at least 10 degrees and keep it cooler 
throughout the day. We also have a Nest thermostat, which 
learns our preferences and schedules so there is no wasted 
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The New Home Company is developing The Cannery in Davis, 
a residential community surrounded by a seven-acre farm that 
literally brings the concept of farm-to-fork home.  
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energy,” she says. “And when it’s just too 
hot we have a swimming pool out back 
that is heated with solar panels on the roof. 
It is automated so it turns itself off when 
the pool has reached a set temperature. 
We’ve noticed little to no evaporation, 
meaning we aren’t having to refill, keeping 
our water use low.”

Smart technology is also showing 
up in windows, doors and window 
coverings, and homeowners are seeing 
benefits that include everything from 
energy cost savings to increased comfort 
levels in the home and an improved sense 
of security and peace of mind. 

Milgard offers patio doors and 
windows with a multiple-point locking 
system that can lessen the potential of a 
forced entry and burglary. The PowerRise 
Platinum Technology system from 
Hunter Douglas can create the appearance 
of occupancy inside a home and can be run 
using a smartphone app. The systems also 
maximize energy efficiency by remotely 
closing or opening blinds in the middle 
of the day to keep your home at an ideal 
temperature. 

Making State-of-the-Art 
a Reality
Whether you’re a new homebuyer making 
the first steps to discuss your family’s 
needs and dreams with an architect or a 
homeowner hoping to make a few simple 
and beneficial adjustments to your home’s 
technology that will benefit you in the 
long run, there’s no better time to weigh 
your options.

special  advertis ing section

As the greater Sacramento region comes 
into its own through a decidedly state-of-the-art 
vision, area homebuyers and owners are looking 
to mirror those efforts in the home. Lifestyle 
choices will continue to be at the center of it all, 
with residents continuing to choose smart and 
sustainable options to build their lives around. 
And as the region balances growth and prestige 
with sustainable practices and smart strategies, 
those who make it a great place to live—the 
residents—are doing just the same.

Lauzon’s Pure Genius® hardwood floors purify 
your home’s air with light-activated technology. 
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