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As the warmer months approach, Sacramentans are gearing up 
for summer fun and seeking new ways to enjoy the great outdoors 
in the comfort of their own yards. Whether that means growing your 
own farm-to-fork garden, sprucing up your deck with new furniture 
and lighting, or investing in a new pool or patio, these projects will 
enhance and extend your living space for recreation and entertaining 
and make the outdoors feel even more like home.
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DESIGN THAT MOVES. Open up to an entirely 

new way to look at luxury. Our Moving Glass Wall 

System operates smoothly and effortlessly. Despite 

their larger-than-life size, these doors open and close 

with just the push of a finger. Typically moving glass 

walls are only a custom option in high-end homes; 

Milgard has reframed the conversation. Now you can 

expand your living space with standard bi-fold, pocket 

and stacking door systems. Plus, enjoy the outstanding 

service and support you’ve come to expect from Milgard.

Available from these fine dealers:

California Energy Service   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 916 .737 .1107
4905 Golden Foothills Parkway, El Dorado Hills

Southgate Glass   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 916 .468 .0233
2411 Walnut Avenue, Carmichael

The Window & Door Shop, Inc  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 916 .252 .4100
1717 Bell Street, Sacramento

Moving Glass Wall Systems 
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While Sacramento has 
practically made a sport of 
embracing the longer, warmer days 
ahead, many area homeowners 
still find themselves wanting to 
create a more inviting outdoor 
space to enjoy. Perhaps building 
a pergola next to the new pool 
is on the agenda; maybe trading 
out that lackluster landscaping 
for something a bit more water-
wise tops the to-do list; or it may 
finally be time to improve the flow 
between indoors and out. 

Take one look around 
Sacramento and something will 
become very clear: spring has 
arrived and the region is in full 
bloom. Luckily, celebrating great 
weather is what Sacramentans do 
best. Restaurant patios are filled 
with diners taking their meals 
street side and families are shaking 
off the cooler weather of months 
past by throwing open the windows 
and firing up the grill. 

“Living in California, if you’re 
not leveraging the square footage 
of your outdoor areas, you’re truly 
missing the boat,” says Sacramento-
based interior designer Kerrie Kelly 
of Kerrie Kelly Design Lab, who is 
always tracking design trends in the 
area. 

Architect Pam Whitehead of 
Sage Architects, who has made a 
career of reducing the separation 
between indoor and outdoor 
living, agrees. “For us, we are not 
just designing homes, but living 
experiences, and that involves 
both indoor and outdoor spaces,” 
she says. “We are fortunate to 
get to design projects where 
climates allow for incorporating 
the outdoor environment into the 
overall design. When we begin 
designing, we actually first look 
at the site and the solar path to 
determine how we can capitalize 
on what the surroundings have to 
offer—whether it be a great view, 

the shade of a tree, drawing in the 
sun in the winter, or providing 
shading from it in the summer. Our 
base for design is utilizing passive 
solar principals, which leads to 
positioning windows and shaded 
elements accordingly.”

No matter what element an 
outdoor space might be missing, 
experts agree that improving 
outdoor living areas—in both the 
front and back yards—of a home 
can not only improve the quality 
of life for those who plan to stay 
in their home for the foreseeable 
future, but can also improve curb 
appeal if resale is on the horizon. 

“When we sell a home, people 
are not just looking at the inside, 
but the outside as well,” says Ron 
Greenwood, Coldwell Banker 
Realtor and president of the 
Sacramento Association of Realtors. 
“People buy houses within the first 
ten feet outside and inside the front 
door, so curb appeal is key.”

life is
 trying
 a recipe 
that’s 
 adventurous,

and a kitchen
where finding
the tools isn’t

Friday, 
February 27 – 
Sunday, 
April 26, 2015  

IKEA West Sacramento
700 IKEA Court
West Sacramento, CA 95605
(800) 434-IKEA
Open every day: 10am-8pm 
Restaurant: 9:30am-7:30pm

 SAVE 
20%**

When you spend 
$4500 or more.

 SAVE 
10%**

When you spend 
$3500 or more.

SEKTION kitchen with BROKHULT light gray walnut effect doors, drawer fronts and MAXIMERA soft-closing 
drawers SEKTION cabinet frames in brown wood effect and white melamine foil. BROKHULT doors/drawer fronts in 
high-gloss foil  nish. MAXIMERA drawers in powder-coated steel and melamine foil. Requires assembly. *See IKEA store
for limited warranty, country of origin and 10'×10' details. Valid in US stores only. **Offer valid Friday, February 27 – 
Sunday, April 26, 2015. Includes SEKTION cabinets, fronts, drawers, shelves, cover panels, molding, toe kicks, legs, hinges,
countertops, appliances, sinks, faucets, knobs & handles, UTRUSTA interior organizers, and UTRUSTA & OMLOPP countertop
& drawer lighting. IKEA FAMILY membership required to receive kitchen discount at IKEA College Park, IKEA New Haven, 
IKEA Pittsburgh, IKEA Portland and IKEA Tempe.

© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2015

We apologize for, but will not be bound by or responsible for, any errors in our advertisements. Not all products may be
available online or in all stores. See what is available at your local store by calling or visiting IKEA-USA.com/stockavailability. 

IKEA-USA.com/kitchen

Based on a 10'×10' kitchen

IKEA-002152_WestSac_SactownMg-FullPg-FNL.indd   1 2/26/15   11:21 AM

It’s official: outside is the place to be.

Sacramento’s warm 
spring and summer 
months are ideal for 
creating the perfect 
outdoor living and 

dining area.

Photo Courtesy of Expert Design & Construction
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AMONG THE 
THE MANY 

OPTIONS AVAILABLE, 
HERE ARE SEVEN IDEAS 
TO CONSIDER AS THE 
WEATHER HEATS UP:

1.      FOCUS ON 
LANDSCAPING

Creating a back or front yard 
oasis might be as easy as replacing 
a few annuals and adding a 
vegetable garden or as complex as 
completely redesigning an entire 
outdoor space. “We are definitely 
seeing continued interest in water-
wise planting, growing edibles and 
container gardening,” says Tami 
Kint, spokesperson for Green Acres 
Nursery. 

Landscaping can be a fairly 
inexpensive way to spruce up 
the indoor/outdoor experience 
of a home and for those looking 
to transition to a more drought-
tolerant yard, it can save 

homeowners both time and money 
when it comes to maintenance.

“Whether it’s a new landscape, 
or a revitalization project, more 
and more gardeners are looking for 
drought-tolerant plant solutions 
and water conservation is driving 
a lot of the decisions about what 
to plant.” says Kint. Green Acres 
suggests three things to keep in 
mind as you get started (see right).

As homeowners look to 
capitalize on Sacramento’s farm-
to-fork movement, Kint notes 
that gardeners are starting to 
incorporate fruits, vegetables and 
herbs into landscaping like never 
before. “Vegetable gardens are no 
longer placed in a corner of the 
backyard,” she says. “Fruit and 
vegetable gardens are taking center 
stage in both the front and back 
landscape, as a growing number of 
gardeners are interested in tending 
to their own edibles.” 

If a full backyard or front 
yard upgrade isn’t in the cards, 
Kint recommends starting with 
container gardening. “The idea 
of container gardening sparks 

6 Neighborhoods                            

Business & Retail

Urban Farm

Parks & Green Space

Bike & Walking Paths

Clubhouse

Connectivity                                                         

   55%

   15%

   14%

     9%

     5% 

     2%

100%

Introducing The Cannery, California’s �rst 
farm-to-table new home community in
the heart of Davis. A new way to live with
unprecedented sustainability, energy
e�ciency and progressive universal design.
Fresh air and fresh food abound. Even the
landscaping is edible. 

Life tastes better here

All information subject to change. BRE# 01870227

Townhomes
The New Home 

Company
Summer 2015

Cottages
Shea Homes
Summer 2015

Bungalows
Shea Homes
Summer 2015

Park Homes
The New Home 

Company
Summer 2015

  HEIRLOOM                   TILTON                   PERSIMMON                  SAGE                      BEECH                        GALA
Court Homes

Coming 
2016

University Flats
Coming 

2016

ONE
Assess your soil. 

Understanding your soil 
will help you to choose 

the right plants, and 
determine the most 

effective way to water.

TWO 
Look for opportunities to 
switch to more efficient 

irrigation practices. 
Convert to drip, add a 
timer and repair leaks.

THREE 
Choose the right  

plants for the right 
place. Sacramento is an 
arid climate, so plants 

suited for the area 
require less water.

Photo courtesy of  High Hand Nursery

LEFT: Terraced 
landscaping and container 

gardening are efficient 
and appealing uses  

of yard space. 
RIGHT: Create a 

backyard oasis with 
simple landscaping 

improvements. 
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KICK YOUR HOME UP A NOTCH
 Home improvements are in the air. 

Would $5,000 − $250,000 help?
Increase your home’s value by infusing your personal touch with home 

improvements! Re�nance your �rst mortgage or explore an equity 
loan to tap into the cash in your home. Schools o�ers one-on-one 

attention with a variety of products to help you do that. 

Get started today!
Visit any of our 11 branches or contact a 
Schools representative at 916-569-5400 

(Sacramento area) or 800-962-0990.

Fixed and Adjustable Low-Rate Mortgages   Short-Term Low-Rate Mortgages
Home Equity Loans   Home Equity Lines of Credit
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Visit our Midtown Showroom at 2028 K Street (21st & K)
916.444.5585  •  Free Parking  •  www.lumens.com

Open Monday-Friday: 10am-6pm  •  Saturday: 10am-5pm  •  Closed Sunday

Lumens_SacMag_Aug_Final

Jane Bi-Sectional Sofa and Hull Coffee Table by Gus Modern
Loft Pendant by LBL Lighting

Better Lighting. Better Living.™

Northern California’s best selection of classic to contemporary lighting, fans, 
furniture and home accessories. Affordable style with an eye on great design. 

Friendly, expert advice. In-home consultation.

Save over 25% on LBL Lighting April 1 – April 30.

the interest of those who are looking 
for an inexpensive project,” she says. 
“Strategically planted containers add a 
personal touch to a sprawling landscape 
or small patio.”

2. EXPAND YOUR 
OUTDOOR LIVING AREA

Just as updated landscaping 

and plantings can improve overall 
appearance and enjoyment of an 
outdoor space, hard surfaces like decks 
and patios are also key for increasing 
usable space. With the temperate 
climate of the Sacramento region, 
residents are always seeking seamless 
ways to extend their living space year-
round.

According to Mike Butler, head of the 
landscape division at Geremia Pools, 
extending the indoor-outdoor living 
space of a home is a smart move. “The 
backyard is now considered the largest 
living space in a home,” he says. “People 
are staying home and entertaining with 

friends and family a lot more—and 
they’re doing it year-round in our region. 
We’re really starting to see people 
investing in covered decks and patios, 
outdoor kitchens, fireplaces and water 
features.” 

Not only will adding usable outdoor 
space allow homeowners to enjoy the 
space, midrange deck additions also 
see great return on investment in the 
Pacific region of the country. According 
to the Remodeling 2015 Cost vs. Value 
Report, midrange wood deck additions 
see a 101.2 percent return on investment 
and composite decks see an 80 percent 
return on investment.

While decks are a great investment, 
Greenwood notes that homeowners 
should keep potential maintenance 

“The backyard is now 
considered the largest 
living space in a home,”

– MIKE BUTLER 
   GEREMIA POOLS

Revamping your patio can reduce 
the separation between indoor 

and outdoor living spaces. 
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levels in mind. “Decks are incredibly 
popular right now because they extend 
the living space, but buyers tend to 
shy away from homes that have decks 
that have fallen into disrepair,” he 
says. “Composite materials, though 
potentially more expensive, can save on 
maintenance costs down the road.” 

3. TAKE  
COVER

The summer months in Sacramento 
can be scorching, so don’t forget to build 
shade into any project or improvement. 
Shade trees are always a great option, 
but if waiting for trees to mature 
isn’t going to work, man-made shade 
structures can be a wonderful alternative 
option. From fabric shade sails and 
oversized umbrellas to pergolas and 
enclosed sunrooms, homeowners can 
take their pick from the many options 
available.

“A covered patio area really allows 
homeowners to extend square footage 
and visual spaciousness,” Kelly says. 
“Whether that is done using wood, 
metal or indoor/outdoor canvas, the 
cover allows you to control light and 
create a living area that is shaded and 
comfortable. We see this trend on the 
rise in California where clients are 
adding fireplaces and heaters to leverage 
the space all year long.”

Whitehead agrees, noting the 
importance of understanding how 
material choices can play a role in how 
usable the space is throughout the year. 
“If some sort of a shading element is 
utilized, careful consideration should 
be given to whether it is solid or filtered 

This is where stories are told, gratitude is taught  
and meals are shared…sometimes in secret. 

Coldwell Banker.  Where home begins.

For exceptional real estate service, contact your local  
Coldwell Banker office today.

Auburn | El Dorado Hills | Elk Grove | Fair Oaks | Folsom | Placerville 
Roseville | Sacramento | Tahoe City | Truckee | West Sacramento

CaliforniaMoves.com |  californiahome.me | /cbcalifornia | /cb_california

/cbcalifornia | /coldwellbanker

This is Home

©2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage Office is Owned by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker 
Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Real 
Estate LLC, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License #01908304. 

The Homes for Dogs Project and partnership with Adopt-a-Pet.com are part 
of Coldwell Banker’s Community Enhancement initiative.  To learn more, go to 
ColdwellBanker.com/dogs.

“Be cognizant of how 
each element of the 

design affects the 
living experience 365 

days of the year.”

– PAM WHITEHEAD 
   SAGE ARCHITECTS

A covered patio enhances the 
outdoor experience and adds 

value to your home.Photo Courtesy of Kerrie Kelly Design Lab
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protection. Solid covering may be 
ideal in the hot summer months, 
but it will darken spaces inside 
and in the winter months, can 
prevent the sun from penetrating 
to the interior spaces,” she 
cautions. “You need to be 
cognizant of how each element 
of the design affects the living 
experience 365 days of the year.” 

4. BRING THE  
INDOORS OUT

For those looking for simple, 
non-permanent options for 
updating a space, the best bet is 
to focus on adding and updating 
patio décor. With everything 
from comfortable seating areas 
and fire pits to functional dining 
tables and outdoor kitchens, 
homeowners should be able to 
find the perfect fit for their space. 

Kelly notes how simple 
additions can improve a space 
ten-fold. “When it comes to 
lounging and seating, an area 
[can be] kept simple,” she says. 
“Oversized floor pillows—the size 
of a twin bed—can be found in 
indoor/outdoor fabrics of vibrant 
colors for versatile lounging 
options. Fabrics are no fuss and 
can be zipped off to change the 
look or for cleaning purposes.”

According to Jim Rodda, 
owner of Pottery World, there are 
specific trends taking shape in 
the world of outdoor living and 
décor. “We’ve seen a real shift 
toward creating focal points in 
backyards,” he says. “Fire pits, 
fountains and outdoor kitchens 
are very popular and we often 
walk people through the various 
types of seating options available, 
such as a dining area versus 
a lounge-type area. We help 
customers make decisions about 
their outdoor living spaces based 
on their specific design plans. Our 
goal is always to create balance 
between landscaping and outdoor 
décor.” 

5. CREATE A 
SEAMLESS SPACE

Blurring the lines between 
indoor and outdoor spaces is 
the perfect way to extend your 
living space. Architects like 
Whitehead are always looking to 
create structures that are equally 
appealing inside as they are out. 
Her advice? Start with windows 
and doors. 

“There are lots of different 
options for doors far beyond the 
standard French doors or sliding 
glass doors,” she says. “There are 
bi-fold glass doors, accordion 
glass doors with multiple panels 
and multi-slide doors. There are 
lift-and-slide doors, which allow 
you to customize glass doors that 
are much wider panels and make 
for an easy operation to open and 
close. There are even garage door 
companies who have created 
glass garage door systems with 
insulated glass panels that will 
comply with California’s stringent 
energy codes.”

Dan McAndrew from Milgard 
Windows & Doors agrees. “With 
the continued trend of bringing 
the outdoors in, our Moving Glass 
Walls allow you to open up your 
indoor space into the backyard 
or patio.” he says. “Many folks 

Coldwell Banker Realtor and 
Sacramento Association 
of Realtors president Ron 
Greenwood shares his top 
four outdoor improvements 
to help sell a home.

• Trim trees and shrubs

• Add pops of color to the  
       front and backyards 

• Ensure drainage is  
       well-planned

• Add a deck to increase  
       your outdoor living space 

QUICK TIPS TO 
INCREASE YOUR 
HOME’S VALUE

TOP: A new deck  
can increase your 

home’s value.

BOTTOM: A trendy 
outdoor fireplace  

creates an aesthetic 
backyard focal point. 

While wood and steel make for strong homes, the best homes are the ones built with heart.

All information subject to change. BRE License# 01870227

Now Open & Selling
TheGroveNWHM.com

Now Open & Selling
MeadowsNWHM.com

Coming Summer 2015
ChaparralNWHM.com

Coming 2016 
RussellRanchNWHM.com

FOLSOM, CA

Coming Summer 2015 
SageNWHM.com

DAVIS, CA

Coming Summer 2015 
HeirloomNWHM.com

DAVIS, CA
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ChaparralNWHM.com

Coming 2016 
RussellRanchNWHM.com

FOLSOM, CA

Coming Summer 2015 
SageNWHM.com

DAVIS, CA

Coming Summer 2015 
HeirloomNWHM.com

DAVIS, CA
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DREAM BIG
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SACRAMENTO, CA 95826   800-499-7946

WWW.GEREMIAPOOLS.COM

SERVING SACRAMENTO SINCE 1922

are realizing this and creating 
additional outdoor entertaining 
spaces.”

While opening up an indoor 
space to the outdoors can increase 
the overall living space, McAndrew 
notes that energy efficiency should 
be considered. Milgard’s low-e 
(low emissivity) glass comes with 
a solar control coating that keeps 
the heat out in the summer and in 
during the winter. “Larger windows 
and doors with low-e glazing help 
bring the outdoors inside without 
compromising energy efficiency,” he 
says.

6.   LIGHT UP  
THE NIGHT

While the days ahead will 
lengthen, one way to create a space 
to enjoy all year is to mix outdoor 
lighting into the plan. According to 
Kelly, lighting is a crucial element 
when extending the living space 
into the great outdoors and can 
transform a space like no other 

design element. “Not only is lighting 
functional for brightening outdoor 
pathways, design features and 
living areas, it creates mood and 
ambiance,” she says. 

While the focus of many outdoor 
improvement projects is the back 
yard, founder and CEO of Lumens, 
Ken Plumlee, notes that first 
impressions often make all the 

difference. “When guests come to 
your home, what do they see? Can 
they see?” he asks with a chuckle. 
“We’ve got a lot of new exterior LED 
products that provide great light 
and are energy efficient.”

7. INVEST IN 
RECREATION

In the Sacramento summer heat, 
a beautiful, inviting pool can make 
all the difference. Even though 
pools can be a major investment, 
homeowners who plan to stay in the 
home and enjoy their yard for many 
years don’t need to shy away from 
the upfront cost.

Lyon Real Estate agent Michael 
Glascock notes that pools and spas 
can be a bit of a toss-up when 
resale of a home comes into play, 
but it ultimately depends on how 
long residents intend to enjoy 
their home and how well they 
maintain the facility. “Pools and 
spas can be wonderful and worth 
the investment if you’re looking to 

“Not only is lighting 
functional for 

brightening outdoor 
pathways, design 

features and living 
areas, it creates 

mood & ambiance,” 

– KERRIE KELLY 
  KERRIE KELLY DESIGN LAB

Outdoor pendant lighting 
adds an elegant tone for 

entertaining. 

Photo courtesy of Lumens Light + Living
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stay in the home long-term,” he 
says. “In certain neighborhoods 
where large lots are common, the 
comparables all have pools.”

Greenwood agrees, saying that 
homeowners are often split 50-50 
on the decision to buy a home 
with a pool. “However, our climate 
here in the Sacramento region is 
really conducive to having a pool, 
and in the upscale markets buyers 
tend to expect them,” he says. 

According to Butler, Geremia 
Pools is seeing an increase in 
demand for water features in 
many of their projects. “I always 
tell people to hire a company 
that can help them look at the 
big picture—water features, 
landscaping, hard surfaces—to 
see where they can reduce water 
usage and save the customer 
time and hassle down the road,” 
he says. “Pools these days are 
incredibly energy efficient and, 
in fact, can use about half of the 
water per square foot than a lush, 

green lawn.”  
Bottom line? When your home 

feels comfortable inside and 
out, everyone wins. Neighbors 
venture out more often, becoming 
friends. Conversations take hold 
as the sun sets on another perfect 

Sacramento evening. Families 
connect both under shade 
umbrellas and in the shallow end 
of the pool. In that way, investing 
in an outdoor space is less 
about structure and more about 
foundations than ever before.

Investing in a pool is a wise 
choice for the long-term 

homeowner. 

Photo courtesy of Geremia Pools 
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As declared by Sacramento Mayor 
Kevin Johnson, Sacramento is America’s 
Farm-to-Fork Capital. Homeowners 
have begun to take note, according 
to Tami Kint of Green Acres Nursery. 
“Creatively planted fruit, vegetables 
and herbs can spark interest in any 
constructed landscape, and the trend 
is catching on,” she says. “There’s 
something about the special attention 
we give to growing our own edibles 
that makes them taste so much better. 
Planting edibles is also a fun way to 
introduce gardening to children.”

But how does one get started? What 
types of plants should Sacramento 
homeowners look to if they want to 
have fresh food right from their gardens 
this summer? Kint says tomatoes top 
the local list of successful plant starts. 

OTHER VEGETABLES, 
FRUITS & HERBS 

THAT DO WELL IN 
SACRAMENTO:

• Swiss Chard
• Corn
• Kale
• Eggplant
• Beans
• Melons 
• Strawberries
• Basil 
• Thyme
• Chives
• Zucchini 

Information is accurate as of date of printing and is subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division 

Wells Fargo is here to provide resources and 
guidance to help you navigate in today’s real 
estate market. As the nation’s leading retail 
mortgage lender, we help individuals and 
families reach their homeownership goals 
every day. 

However, the question to rent or buy a home is never easy 
to answer. There are many things to consider, and Wells 
Fargo is ready to help with free educational resources and 
tools to assist you every step of the way – when you plan, 
purchase and even after you own.

Visit the Learning and Planning Center at wellsfargo.com  
for access to homebuying guides, calculators, and several 
other homebuying resources. 

Talk to a home mortgage consultant for more details.

Get started on your road to homeownership

Homeownership provides several  
financial advantages to factor into  
your purchase decision
•  Increased net worth – Homeowners are  

worth 30 times more than renters. 1  

•  Investment benefits – Whether you rent  
or buy, you’re paying for housing – either  
investing in something you own or in  
something your landlord owns. 

•  Home equity – You may be able to access 
the equity in your home to pay for home 
renovations, pay for  special occasions, and 
planned and unexpected events.

•  Tax benefits – Mortgage interest and property 
taxes are typically tax deductible. 2  

MATTHEW YI 
Sales Manager 
Phone: 916-294-3249 
Cell: 916-717-7769 
matthew.yi@wellsfargo.com 
NMLSR ID 455264 
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